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Visiting Artist Series

This is the 35" year that Clinton Community College has

offered these performances for the community as part of the Quad-

Cities Arts, a program that strives to make this event accessible and

free to people of all walks of life, including students, seniors and working
people. On Dec. 9, Michael J. Miles will entertain with American folk music,
played on both banjo and guitar. Miles is a rare and engaging artist who grew
up in Chicago in an Irish family where music was served like dinner — everybody
had some. His blue collar father played the player piano and filled the house with

singing. This performance will be held at the Clinton Community College Technology

Center, 1951 Manufacturing Drive in Clinton.

In addition, the CCC Drama Department will offer a winter production of The Farndale
Avenue Dramatic Society’s Production of “A Christmas Carol” by David McGillivray and
Walter Zerlin, Jr., a classic story turned on its ear with the “play within a play,” yet the true
meaning of Christmas still comes through. Performances will be Dec. 5 (6 p.m. dinner theater)
and Dec. 7 (2 p.m. dessert theater). For more information, contact Janet Winslow at 563-244-
7001.

Open House

The Clinton Women’s Club will have Open House from 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 7, in the
George Curtis Mansion. The gift to the community will be free admission to see all three floors
of the beautiful home, decorated for the holidays.

A bake sale will be held and refreshments will be served. The pecans, praline pecans, chocolate
covered pecans and almonds, malted milk balls, and bridge mix will be for sale in one-pound
sacks. Christmas ornaments of the Curtis Mansion, Court House, Showboat, Eagle Point Lodge,
Clinton High School, and the Clinton Public Library will be for sale as an ornament for the tree
or with astand on a table. Jazz-zy clothing will be another item for sale, along with other gifts.

Gift certificates will be available that can be used for events held at the Clinton Women’s
Club during 2009. Lucy Melvin and Julie Ramirez are co-chairpersons of the annual event
with many members of the Clinton Women’s Club serving as hostesses and tour guides.
Christmas music will be playing in the background.

Christmas Spectacular

Carousel School of Dance in Clinton is gift-wrapping all the traditional sights and sounds of
Christmas, from Santa Claus to the Nativity scene, for a “Christmas Spectacular” afternoon of
holiday dance and music Dec. 14.

A tradition for the last several holiday seasons, “Christmas Spectacular” will have its final
curtain with this performance. A collaborative undertaking by Carousel’s Robert Hoffman and
Linda Luckstead, it will be presented at 2 p.m. Dec.14 in Vernon Cook Theatre, Clinton High
School.

This year’s show has all new sets as well as new choreography and costumes. Dance students
from pre-school to adult will be featured in tap, ballet and jazz pieces to all varieties of holiday
music.

Act | will take place in a representative New York City street scene. Act II’s Christmas party,
hosted by Santa and Mrs. Claus, will include ballroom dancing by couples from the studio’s
ballroom dance sessions.

Act 11l opens in Candyland, to be followed by a live Nativity scene framed by Wise Men,
shepherds, and life-size animals.

Advance tickets are $7, available at the studio, 233 5th Ave. So., Clinton, or by calling (563)
242-1002. Tickets at the door will be $9.

Celebrate The Holidays With The Best Cellar Players

The Best Cellar Players will present “Grimly Comes Christmas - Tra-La!”” on December 26, 27
and 28, 2008; and on January 2, 3, and 4, 2009. Described as “A Madcap Madrigal,” the show
will take a comical look at Christmas and its traditions and will offer audiences a break
following the hustle and bustle of the holidays.

Shows will include dinner and dessert and tickets must be reserved in advance. For more
information or to reserve tickets, please call 563-613-0958. Information is also available online
at www.bestcellarplayers.com.

The Best Cellar Players is made up of talented local people who enjoy the fun and excitement
of bringing live theatre to their community. Since 2006, the Clinton Art Association has offered
organizational support and the lower level of the River Arts Center as a performance space.
The River Arts Center is located at 229 5th Ave. S. in Clinton and is handicapped accessible.

Clinton Convention & Visitors Bureau

STARLAB/Stellarium

Nothing replaces the real brilliance of the heavens when viewed
from a dark corner of the countryside. But it’s nice to know what to
look for while you're out there. The publicis invited to explore the
night skies from a warm and dry seat in STARLAB and view the
solar system and other objects through the technology of Stellarium
at the Soaring Eagle Nature Center in Clinton at 7 p.m. on Dec. 4.
For more information or to reserve your seat, call the Clinton County
Conservation office at 563-847-7202 by Dec. 3.

Welcome New Board Members

The Convention & Visitors Bureau would like to announce that
Megan Johnson, Hotel & Convention Director at the Wild Rose
Casino; and Heather Waldorf, General Manager of Oak Tree Inn,
will be serving on the CVB Board of Directors. \We want to extend
a welcome to them! Also, a huge thanks to Chamber Board
Member/Howes & Jefferies Realtors Mary Swanson, who agreed
to chair the Local Awareness Committee of the CVB Board.

Travel Impact On
lowa Counties Announced

Clinton County Levels Increase

The economic impact of Travel on lowa Counties was recently
released by the U.S. Travel Data Center and the Travel Industry
Association of America.

These reports present estimates of the impact of U.S. traveler
spending in lowa. The impact is measured by dollars generated in
expenditures, earnings, jobs and tax revenues. These estimates
are produced through use of the County Travel Economic Impact
Model, a computerized economic model producing estimates of
travel spending at the county level, and its impact on employment,
wage and salary (payroll) income, and state and local tax revenues.

The County/City Travel Economic Impact Model is an extension
ofthe USTDC/TIA’s Travel Economic Impact Model (TEIM) initially
developed in 1975 for the U.S. Department of the Interior to indicate
the economic value of travel and tourism to states and counties.
The TEIM has been revised substantially based upon more accurate
and targeted input data available from governments and the private
sector.

The TEIM is based upon national travel surveys conducted by
the USTDC/TIA and expenditure data developed by the Bureau of
the Census, the USTDC/TIA, various federal agencies and national
travel organizations each year. The following estimates of travel’s
economic impact in lowa are based upon the most recent version
to the TEIM and data available from the U.S. Census Bureau and
other sources.

U.S. residents traveling in lowa includes both state residents
and out-of-state visitors traveling away from home overnight in
paid accommodations, or on day trips to places 50 miles or more
away from home.

Clinton County experienced an 11.2% increase over the 2006
data reaching an all time high of $88.59 million in expenditures.
The payroll generated from the industry was $14.46 million with
state tax receipts at $4.59 million and local tax receipts at $1.12
million. Tourists visiting lowa spent nearly $6.3 billion last year,
up 7.6%.

For additional information, contact Heather Hilgendorf-Cooley,
Director of the Clinton Convention & Visitors Bureau at (563) 242-
5702 or via e-mail at hhilgendorf@clintonia.com.

Things to do with a river view!
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= Old Town g
Family Restaurant
2107 Camanche Ave. Clinton, lowa

563-242-0130
Open: Daily 5:00 AM to 9:00 PM
Check out our menu at
WWW .oldtownmenu.com
§¢ Good Food Friendly Service .

A Christmas Story

Humorist Jean Shepherd’s memoir of growing
up in the Midwest in the 1940s follows 9-year-
old Ralphie Parker in his quest to get a genuine
Red Ryder BB gun under the tree for Christmas.
Ralphie pleads his case before his mother, his
teacher and even Santa Claus himself, at
Goldblatt’s Department Store. The consistent
response: “You’ll shoot your eye out.” All the
elements from the beloved motion picture are
here, including the family’s temperamental
exploding furnace; Scut Farkas, the school bully;
the boys’ experiment with a wet tongue on a
cold lamppost; the Little Orphan Annie decoder
pin; Ralphie’s father winning a lamp shaped like
a woman'’s leg in a net stocking; Ralphie’s
fantasy scenarios and more.

The Clinton Area Showboat Theatre presents
this Holiday Show in the Mullany Theatre at
Ashford University from December 11-21, 2008
at 7 p.m. nightly. Ticket prices are $15.00 for
general seating. For more information or to
make reservations, contact the Clinton Area
Showboat Theatre at 563-242-6760 or e-mail
boxoffice@clintonshowboat.org.

Philip Grecian




